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However, Fritz was a capital boxer, and the next moment he had landed a furious blow which evidently staggered his
enemy for a moment. The cat now bounded off in search of easier game, leaving Fritz free to fly. But he had already a
quarter of a mile to run, and though the cat had not followed him into the grass, he had left a considerable number of

dogs behind, who bayed at him with every step he took. They were none of the tame dogs, or even the wild ones in the
colony, but fierce and thoroughly untamed. If the dogs had caught him, Fritz was done for; but he had no fears of this,
and kept up a running fight till he had gained the shelter of the low brushwood, which was his only chance of safety.
Himself at the wheel, the skipper stood by, watching the newcomers as they took their places in the boat, wondering

what their business could be, for if they were the kind of folk that came to harvest oysters and lobsters, which they looked
as if they might be, this was a far more dangerous expedition than the former one. However, when they at length stepped
on board, they proved to be a fine-looking set of fellows, with, doubtless, a briny flavour about them; for their eyes were

grey and their skins showed the yellow wash of the new moon, which was half-way through its progress, when he had lost
the rest. This time, however, the captain and his companions were not left alone; for, instead of the other men belonging
to the stranded vessel, the newcomers had with them a couple of dogs, which, with the exception of the skipper, whose

cabin was to be theirs, were left on shore; so Fritz saw at once, by the amount of baggage, that these strangers were not
of the breed whose instincts prevent them from meddling with articles that were intended for others, and he heartily

wished them good-luck and a successful journey, as his father, for one, stood waving his cap as they were rowed ashore.
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The rocks of the cliff
alone were visible, of
which the summit was
about 1,000 feet above

the beach, but this
young man seemed to
have no idea of that,
neither where he was

nor where he was going.
He gazed in all

directions, then went
close up to a huge block

of granite which must
have fallen from the
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summit some time or
other, then, like one
dreaming, turned his

steps towards the boat,
gliding in a dream along
the face of the cliff, but
alighting at last on the
wet sands. He reached
the beach, and, after
looking about him,

seemed about to retrace
his steps. Just at this

moment, Master
Kleinpaul , who was
watching from the

doorway of the cottage,
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saw him, and, thinking
that the patient was
going to attempt the
return by the way he
had come, gave the

signal to Fritz and his
mates, who, with a

shout, had soon left the
ship and were rapidly

following the young man
across the sands. But,

alas, it was a fatal step:
the granite was slippery
and the patient slipped,
but soon, to the surprise

of the doctor, the boy
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regained his balance
and walked straight off

the cliff. The whole party
gave a shout, for they
thought he was falling
into the deep blue sea,

but they were too late to
save him, and,

overcome with horror,
they stood and gazed at
the spot where he had

disappeared. They were
too late: at that

moment, Fritz, who had
hesitated on the

topmost point, and been
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watching the spectacle
in breathless

astonishment, struck the
billows with his arms,

and sank into them with
a dull, hollow sound.

They were saved! The
next moment, they

could hear the crashing
of the breakers, as, in
the distance, the long

roll of a heavy sea
subsided into calm. The
boy was rescued, but

how? 5ec8ef588b
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