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going to do about the Palmer
United Party (PUP) very soon. Key
points: Clive Palmer was one of the
founding members of the political
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party He has said he could change
his mind and hand back the party if

the Joyce Government talks on
issues on table He has said he could
change his mind and hand back the
party if the Joyce Government talks

on issues on table Key
crossbenchers are pushing for the

party to be taken over by the
Government His decision follows

suggestions from a high-level
decision maker in the party that it

could be stripped of its federal
seats and votes should it make a
decision to join the Government.
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Speaking to reporters outside
Parliament House, Mr Palmer

denied any wrongdoing or financial
irregularities, but he said he was not

happy with the way the new
Government was running. "I'm not

happy with what's going on," he
said. "I haven't changed my mind

about wanting to be an active
member of the Parliament. "I am

going to make a decision very soon
and I am going to do what's right
and what's best for the country. "I

will be taking the advice of counsel,
who have always been my counsel."
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Labor's Steve Georganas said the
PUP was being used as a "Russian
roulette" by Mr Palmer. "No, we

won't do what's called a deal-in-the-
dark deal," he said. "We will go

back and have a proper negotiation
with the Government and we will

see what we can do with the
Government to do what's best for
the country. "We're not a banana
republic." The PUP was a chance

for Western Australia to be a voice
in the Federal Parliament and the
backbench leadership had decided
that was its preferred position. Mr
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Georganas said the party supported
Labor's policies to deal with the

National Disability Insurance
Scheme and its commitment to an
Australian republic. " 3e33713323
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